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Pilots of East Midlands United 
reformed Church is organising a 
funday for all young people. The  event 
will be age specific with purpose 
designed activities and games for those 
aged 5-7, 8-10, 11-14 and 14+. The 
theme of the day will be this year’s 
Christian Aid campaign on FOOD, 
hence the name for the day is BIG 
PICNIC and the event taking place at 
the end of Christian Aid week. We 
hope you and your Pilots company will 
make a special effort to attend as it is a 
great opportunity for Pilots to gather 
together. By now you should have 
received some details. If you have not 
then please contact us. Booking forms 
will be sent out soon.
Look forward to seeing you soon at 
this event. 

BIG PICNIC May 18th 2013 

When I first arrived at Youth Assembly 2013, I 
didn’t exactly know what to expect – I’d 
previously been to V ‘n’ N, giving me the 
knowledge that people would be friendly, 
you’d be given time to relax, and that as 
much fun would be induced into your 
experience as possible. Another thing about 
when I first arrived was that I was very 
nervous, knowing that there could be more 
people than I thought and that the age 
limits were higher set; a few moments after I 
readied my room I was greeted by others 
who, like me, were first-timers here and were 
nervous as well. As more and more people 
arrived I felt a little more at home, not just 
because I am used to being around a 
large amount of people who vary in 
personality, but because everybody was so 
friendly, so joyful and so fun to be around 
that it created a family-like atmosphere.

Throughout the whole weekend I feel like I 
developed as a person, through both 
learning more about my faith and express-
ing myself as an individual. For example on 
the Saturday I went to two workshops, the 
first being Iona. Here I learnt that the 
Christian community has such a deep 
history and is connected through many 
people through their beliefs. In the second 
workshop we were allowed to express our 
thoughts on what we humans had done 
wrong to the world through art. Beforehand I 
was amazed at the skill of everybody, and 
this continued as I made mine and 
watched everyone else create unique 
masterpieces, all different in media and 
design. Another way I developed was 
finding that I could make a difference in 
how the church was run – the voting system 
was a simple yet effective way of under-
standing the direction the church was 
heading, and gave me the chance to help 
improve the church. I also had the chance 
to discuss important issues with some fellow 
Synod members, which I’m sure is very 
important.

Throughout the weekend I had an amazing 
time learning and growing, and I know that I 
would like to go again. From the delicious 
and nutritious food, to the all-important 
worship, to even small things like the 
“chimney” which becomes a mosh-pit just 
to break a record, the whole experience 
was carefully crafted by some amazing 
people. I hope that more people from East 
Midlands Synod would come to enjoy our 
faith, as they are missing out on all Youth 
Assembly has in store.

Angelica is a Pilot from the East Midlands.

Marpool

We were proud to be guests at Marpool URC at their inaugura-
tion service which took place on Sunday 3rd Februrary. 16 pilots 
and four leaders were in attendance along with a full Church. 
Thank you to all those at Marpool for making us feel welcome 
and it was a pleasure to present you with you certificates and 
badges. 

This is the fourth Newsletter for the East Midlands Pilots. You will 
find news from around the East Midlands and dates for your diary. I 
hope you find the information interesting and useful. This newsletter 
can only happen if we have news from your company, please do not 
hesitate to send your articles and suggestions to the contact details at 
the end of this newsletter. The newsletter is intended to be bi-monthly. 
We can use this as a tool to promote activities, events, share ideas or 
spread good news. 

My experience at Youth 
Assembly 2013
By Angelica Walker



Pilots Sunday
All churches are encouraged to have a Pilots Sunday 
during the year 2013. The target is for these services to 
be held during the month of June, but if this is not feasi-
ble then chose a date more convienient. Please speak to 
those who organise the preaching plan and see if a 
Pilots Sunday can be arranged. How the format of the 
service is planned is upto you and your Pilots, so be as 
creative as you wish. Worship Material for the Pilots 
Sunday will be available around April 2013. 

Summary
Big Picnic May 18th (Sherwood URC)

Note the date for 2013 V&N is 5th - 8th August.

Christian Aid contact:
Alice Cane - on 01509 265013 (9-5 Mon-Fri).

New Piilots team contact:
Trisha Legge email:  tricialegge@virginmedia.com 
or 
Gus Webbe email:  guswebbe@gmail.com

Don’t forget to send us your stories.

A Pilots company sent in 
photos of grass heads 
they had made at pilots.
This is a great creative 
activity. Simply use low 
priced tights, cut to size 
(you can get 5 from one 
leg), tie one end, place a 
liberal amount of grass 
seeds inside the base, fill 
with fine sawdust 
(available from pet 
stores)until very full, tie 
the end to form a ball 
shape. Pinch and tie an 
area for a nose,  apply 
some eyes, and you have 
completed phase one. 
Phase two is to take 
home, soak the grass 
head under running tap,  
place on a windowsill, 
grass seed facing up, and 
water each day. After 
7-10days you will see 
grass growing. After 3-4 
weeks decorate as you 
wish and bring back to 
Pilots to show others. 

Christingle

Nativity

Picture from Marpool during their Christingle
service.

Picture from Abbots Road Pilots celebrating 
their Nativity.

Project
Alice is a Volunteer Youth and Students 
Intern working with Christian Aid in the East 
Midlands this year. Alice is working with 
youth groups across the East Midlands and 
encouraging young people to engage with 
issues of poverty in the wider world, and to 
think about how faith fits into this. Christian 
Aid has just launched a new Youth branch 
called ‘The Christian Aid Collective’ which 
has some exciting resources that are 
appealing to young people exploring these 
issues:
 (http://www.christianaidcollective.org/)
Alice would be very happy to visit Pilots 
groups in the East Midlands and encourage 
them in ways to grow in their faith by 
exploring matters of poverty and justice if 
this is of interest to you. Alice can offer 
fully-interactive and fun workshops, Bible-
studies or discussion sessions exploring 
poverty issues and how as young Christians 
we can put our faith into action and be a 
voice for the poor. She has also had the 
privilege of just coming back from seeing 
the work of Christian Aid partners in Zimba-
bwe, so has been running interactive 
Zimbabwe-based workshops with youth 
groups in the area - if this is of interest do let 
her know by contacting her as follows. 

Alice Cane - on 01509 265013 
(9-5 Mon-Fri).

Grass Heads


