
Hello, welcome to our 

children's and youth 

work newsletter for the 

Synod.   

As I sit to write this on 

the 1st of March I feel 

the year has  gone so 

quickly already.  Life for 

your CYDO has been 

very busy, I have visited 

lots of churches, talking 

about the Child Friendly 

Church Award, we have 

had Youth Assembly, set 

up a Synod youth 

executive, planned 

events, delivered training 

as well as attending 

national CYDO 

meetings. 

I even have had a visit to 

a Lego festival, which 

was great and I got to 

build Lego too! 

My diary is filling up with 

visits to churches, 

holiday clubs and events.  

Please tell me about 

your events in your 

church and if I can I will 

come along.  

Alongside Deborah Baird 

and Simon Ellis  we are 

planning Synod 

Roadshows.  These are 

a chance to find out 

more about children's 

and youth work, mission, 

training, discipleship and 

other development ideas 

for your churches.  They 

are aimed at everyone in 

the church, and we 

would love to see as 

many of you as possible.  

Its also a good chance to 

meet with others and 

share ideas too.  Please 

let Hannah B know you 

are coming so we have 

an idea of numbers.  

I look forward to seeing 

you over the summer. 

God Bless 

Jane 

Children’s and Youth Development Officer 
(CYDO) 

Synod Youth Executive 

We have had a first 

meeting of the Synod 

youth executive.  This was 

initially made up with a 

group of young people 

who attended Youth 

Assembly. 

The youth exec will work 

alongside our National 

Synod Youth 

Representative, Natalie 

Gibbs, and CYDO to plan 

events within the synod.  

They will also feed into the 

Synod youth and children's 

work committee. 

Ideas so far include 

planning a day to London 

to play Monopoly, meeting 

up at Greenbelt for those 

who are going and 

getting hoodies.  

If you have a young 
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Goodbye to Jenny! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are saying goodbye to our 

Children's and Youth Work committee 

convenor, Rev Jenny Mills.  Jenny is 

now going to be the national children's 

and youth work committee convenor 

designate from July 2016 and 

convenor from 2017.   

Jenny has been fantastic as both 

committee convenor and line manager 

and a great support for me personally 

when I started in my role as CYDO in 

April 2014 and I will miss working with 

her at Synod level.  I look forward to 

working with her at a national level. 

From the youth and children's 

committee  

Peter Meek said "Thank you for the 

amazing job you have done seeing 

Synod and Youth and Children's Work 

Group through its transition from one 

CYDO to another and for the 

tremendous work that was 

involved.  Thank you for the way in 

which you have tackled the job with 

great enthusiasm and energy.  You will 

be missed."  

Natalie Gibbs, Synod Youth Rep said 

“ I  would personally like to thank 

Jenny for always making myself and 

other members of the committee feel 

welcomed and involved ( even at my 

first ever and potentially daunting 

meeting ) . Her presence will be greatly 

missed and especially her unique way 

of making the meetings both fun and 

yet formal at the same time - I wish her 

all the best! “  

Richard Eastmen, Secretary said  “ I 

think that Jenny has shown us effective 

and thoughtful leadership through a 

turbulent period of change and this has 

benefitted the Synod in its approach to 

Children and Young people's work. ”  

 

We will miss Jenny and thank you for 

your hard work.  We hope the new 

convenor brings cake to meetings too! 
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This year we hosted Synod Light 

Parties.  A ‘ l ight party ’  is a 

chance to celebrate Jesus as Light 

of the World, to look towards the 

light instead of the darkness.  

These are traditionally held instead 

of a Halloween party.  

They where in two venues, The 

Dales URC and Wellingborough 

URC.   

Desborough URC had their annual 

Lego festival.  This is organized by 

their scout group and is very well 

attended.  For a small entry fee you 

can choose one of over 800 models 

to build and then display it in the 

church.  My attempt was  small fire 

engine but there were some 

fantastic models there.  On the 

Sunday morning the service is held 

in the middle of the Lego displays.  

Worth a visit next year. 

 

Some of the 

models. 

 

Stamford URC  held their annual 

nativity play.  The children 

designed and made the puppets 

that were taking part in the 

service. They then practiced and 

the nativity was the key part of 

that  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

service.  A really innovative way 

of involving children and a 

different way of using puppets.  

 

 

Synod Round Up 

SAVE THE DATE 

Synod Pilots Day Out  

14th May 2016 

Belton House, Grantham , Lincolnshire 

Come and Celebrate the Church's Birthday with Pilots 
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We had 9 young people attend Youth 

Assembly from the Synod.  They were 

Natalie Gibbs, Michael Bullock,  Ella 

Lemon, Georgina Neale, Naomi 

Baldwin, Arran Bilsbrough, Rebecca 

Prince , Charles Leggat and Levi. 

The theme this year ’ s theme was 

Roots and Foundations and the 

Keynote speaker was Rev Nigel 

Uden.  Our young people enjoyed the 

Drama on Saturday night by 

Searchlight Theatre Company, the 

mock motion, writing on the 

tablecloths. The food. The prayer 

room. Communion was amazing! And 

they liked the workshops, particularly  

Scriptural and Spiritual Discernment 

by Jenny Mills 

Bible Study led by Neil Thorogood 

Media workshop 

Christian Aid workshop led by Tom 

Hacket 

  

They also did the morning 

run.  Listened to Nigel Uden deliver 

his keynote talks.  Natalie was 

inducted as our rep to the URC youth 

executive.  And they liked the dice 

used for grace. 

 Rebecca who was attending her first 

assembly said ‘ i t was interesting to 

have the experience and to see the 

decision making ’  

Natalie said ‘ Youth Assembly 2016 

was an amazing chance to spend time 

alongside other young people in the 

URC, both from the East Midlands 

and further afield. 

The atmosphere of the weekend was 

one full of love and respect for each 

other and it was great to catch up with 

old friends and make some new ones! 

My favourite parts of the weekend 

include the communion service on 

Saturday and the mock motion on 

Friday night which had Assembly in 

fits of laughter! 

I am delighted to be serving on the 

URC Youth Executive and look 

forward to what the year brings as we 

look to bring even more excitement to 

Youth Assembly 2017! ’  

Naomi said ‘ Although it is only a 

short weekend you get to know people 

so quickly and help each other grow in 

faith; both times I have been I made 

so many new friends there and I still 

can't  wait for Youth Assembly 2017. ’  

Georgina said ‘ I really enjoyed Youth 

Assembly.  I particularly enjoyed the 

Christian Aid workshop ad drama 

company.  I also enjoyed the 

opportunity to meet and see other 

URC young people.  I can't wait for 

next year! 

 

Youth Assembly  22nd - 24th January 2016 
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There are lots of ways to serve our 

communities.  One of the common 

ways is to provide a carer and 

toddler group.  This kind of group 

was successful in Wellingborough 

for many years, in many 

incarnations, but after a time, it 

lapsed. 

For some time we have wondered 

about starting one again.  With the 

arrival of a student minister, we 

decided to develop a new 

incarnation of the group as Salem 

Bumps, Babies, and Toddlers.  We 

developed a budget, asked for 

volunteers,  asked for donations of 

toys from members and friends, 

using word of mouth and social 

media.  Despite receiving many 

donations, we were also aware of 

items that would have to be 

purchased.  The church agreed to 

provide a donation and as this was 

a new piece of work, we applied for 

a grant from the Synod to support 

the development of the group. 

 

We began in January.  To date we 

have had church families and 

families from the community 

attending.  We have had feedback 

from mums who love the range of 

toys and the open space we use.  

Even in the short time we have been 

open, we have seen children grow 

in confidence and skill, their abilities 

to sing and even sit still.  We are 

making friends and seeing others 

make friends.  We are telling 

children and parents stories about 

God ’ s work.   

It ’ s early days, but we are hopeful 

God will build a community of 

friends from the helpers to the 

families.  And that everyone who 

comes will know they are welcome 

and loved by God. 

Report by Liz Adams 

 

Salem Bumps, Babies and Toddlers 

 

Not sure what apps and games your young people are using? This website from NSPCC helps to find out.  Just 

put in the name of the game or app and lots of information is available about the app.  

 Visit www.net-aware.org.uk to find out more.  

Wellingborough URC received funding from the Synod Outreach Fund.  The Outreach Fund exists to support 

United Reformed Churches in the East Midlands Synod to engage in new outreach initiatives.  Grants are 

available for up to 50% of the cost of the project, and grants made are normally for a few hundred pounds. 

 Applications are considered as soon as they are received - there are no fixed deadlines by which you must 

submit your application. 

Speak to a Mission Enabler or CYDO for more information. 
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 Introductory session 

 Child development 

 Programme planning 

 Children and community 

 Pastoral Awareness 

 The Bible and prayer 

 Transitions 

 Special needs 

 Challenging behaviour 

 The global dimension 

 Children’s advocacy 

 Young leaders 

And Core Skills For Family 

Ministry  

 Biblical, historical and 

contemporary understanding 

of family 

 Family ministry today 

 Seasons of family life 

 Role of family relationships 

 Family well-being and 

wholeness 

 Faith in families 

Core Skills training is for youth 

and children's workers and 

covers a wide range of topics.  

They can be delivered as a 

course or as stand alone 

sessions.  

If your church would like to host 

some training, on specific 

sessions please get in touch. 

The sessions are: 

Following on from our successful 

weekend in 2015 we are holding 

another!! 

A chance  for  fellowship, 

resourcing, refreshment and 

getting to know other youth and 

children's leaders.  

This year we will have as our 

theme ‘ Roots and Foundations ’ .   

 

It is being held on Friday 30th 

September to Sunday 2nd October 

2016, at  the Wilson Carlile Centre, 

Sheffield. 

The weekend is free to attend 

( d onations towards cost of £20 

would be welcome )  

 

Please reserve a place by 

contacting Hannah Bones, 

trainingpa@urc5.org.uk 

up the whole story of the Bible and 

gives an overview of God's 

purposes by seeing the Bible, not 

as a collection of unrelated events, 

but as an amazing and ordered 

revelation of God's love. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fischy Music ( www.fischy.com )    

The Big Story: 

36 Session 

Outlines and 

Reflective 

Stories 

Exploring Six 

Big Themes of 

God's Love  by Martin Payne 

( B arnabas for Children )   

This resource contains a treasure 

bank of creative, visual storytelling 

sessions designed to unpack six 

big Bible themes. Payne connects 

Fischy Music offers brilliant, easy 

to use singing materials to support 

the emotional, spiritual and social 

well-being of children. Their songs 

are used in schools and churches 

throughout the UK, supported by 

videos, backing tracks and 

teachers notes 

available on the 

site. Value 

subscription deals 

available.  

Core Skills training 

Youth and Children's Leaders weekend 

Resource Review 
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life then you would be ‘child 

friendly’. 

We have several churches in 

our Synod that have the award 

or that are working towards a re 

award or for the first time.   

 

In the last 6 months we have 

had 4 churches reawarded, 

they are:   

Marlpool URC 

Riverside Church, Sleaford 

Stamford URC 

Wigston Magna URC 

 

For more information please 

contact Jane cydo@urc5.org.uk  

This award is a programme of 

the United Reformed Church 

which recognises and 

encourages excellence in 

churches working with children 

and young people.  

To gain the Chid Friendly 

Church Award a church needs 

to show that they have met 

certain standards.   

It is not a ‘tick box’ exercise, but 

a process that the church works 

through with support from the 

CYDO.   

You do not have to have 

children and young people in 

your church to work towards a 

child friendly church award, but 

ensuring that if any did begin to 

be connected to your church 

Want to find out more about 

 

Mission 

Evangelism 

Discipleship 

 

Training for ministry 

Lay training 

 

Youth 

Children 

Community work 

 

Then come along to a 

roadshow and find out about 

different development ideas 

that you could use in your 

church.   

A chance to share ideas with 

one another, meet with local 

mission enablers, the training 

and development officer and 

CYDO. 

 

 

 

Child Friendly Church Award 

Synod Development Roadshows 

20 April 2016  Castle Hill 

URC, Northamptonshire 

28 April 2016  Marlpool URC, 

Derbyshire 

5 May 2016  Hinckley URC, 

Leicestershire 

3 November 2016   Riverside 

Church, Sleaford, Lincolnshire 

 

2—4pm or 7-9pm 

Refreshments available 

Booking essential  with 

Hannah Bones 

trainingpa@urc5.org.uk 

 



Synod office 

1 Edwards Lane 

Sherwood 

Nottingham 

NG5 3AA 

East Midlands Synod 

More information available from David Downing or Jane Henderson 

 

 

If you would like to register your interest,  

please email your name, what age you will be in July 2016,  

and your church to Hannah Bones: trainingpa@urc5.org.uk 

 
 

 

Office phone: 0115  960 9241 

Jane Henderson 07572 291007 

E-mail:   cydo@urc5.org.uk 

www.urc5.org.uk 
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During 2016 

Synod hopes to take a group to Detroit for a 10 day trip Synod hopes to take a group to Detroit for a 10 day trip 
from 12 from 12 --21 July. This will involve sharing in mission with 21 July. This will involve sharing in mission with 

a church in Detroit and working in their community!a church in Detroit and working in their community!   
 

 


