
Hello, welcome to our 

children's and youth 

work newsletter for the 

Synod.   

It has been a start to the 

year so far.  We hosted 

Lucy Moore from Messy 

Church in Leicester in 

February for some 

training.  It was a really 

exciting day.  We are 

now into our Feasts and 

Festivals year and are 

looking forward to The 

Big Day Out at Warwick 

Castle, Celebrating 

Freedom, Summer youth 

camp and Greenbelt. .  

I have been excited at 

the number of churches 

exploring the Child 

Friendly Church Award 

and look forward to 

celebrating with them 

once they have gained it.  

If you haven’t thought 

about this please do get 

in touch.  

We have a Facebook 

group that has been set 

up for youth and children’

s leaders in the Synod.  

If you would like to join 

please email me.  

I have been busy visiting 

Churches and really 

enjoy visiting activities.  

Please do invite me. 

Please look at the areas 

of training that we can 

do, and ask for more 

information.  

And do follow Martin 

Luther’s journey on the 

synod website and let us 

know what you are doing 

on the 11th June.  

 God Bless 

Jane 

Children’s and Youth Development Officer 
(CYDO) 

Synod Youth Executive 

The Synod Youth Executive 

are a group of people who are 

aged between 11 and 25 

years old, who represent 

young people in the Synod. 

The aim is to make sure the 

voice of young people is heard 

and influence decisions made 

within the Synod. The Synod 

Youth Executive has met twice 

so far this year and 

have lots of ideas for future 

events and they 

also discussed what they 

would like from the Synod. If 

you would like to be a part 

of this group, or know a 

young person 11-25 years 

old who would be interested 

in helping shape the future 

of the East Midlands 

Synod, please get in touch. 

Our Synod Youth 

Representative has been 

busy attending the Synod 

Youth Executive and also 

the URC Youth Executive 

meetings. Discussions held 

at the URC Youth 

Executive include 
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East Midlands Synod  

Children’s and Youth work 

Newsletter  
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

organising the URC Youth 

Assembly, carrying out the 

work of Assembly including 

plans for Synod Camps and 

much more!  Youth Assembly 

2017 promises to be an 

exciting one - and we would 

love to see you there! 

Find us on Facebook 

 

URCEastmidlandsYouth 

 

Or Twitter 

 

@URC5Youth  
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Greenbelt 2017 —More than welcome  

Planning is well underway for the 

United Reformed Church’s 

contribution to this year’s 

Greenbelt festival of arts, faith and 

social justice. The popular event 

will take place at Boughton House, 

Northamptonshire, from 25 to 28 

August 2017 – and the URC will be 

there for its second year as an 

Associate Partner.  

This time round, the URC will have 

‘More than Welcome’ as its focus. 

‘More than Welcome’ will explore 

issues around who is, or isn’t 

welcome in our churches and 

society – and what that means 

individually and corporately, 

locally, nationally and 

internationally. It also offers the 

opportunity to listen to those who 

are missing from ‘the banquet’ and 

from our conversations, 

communities and churches. The 

theme for the festival as a whole is 

‘The Common Good’ and it is 

hoped that many of the URC 

events will complement the 

Greenbelt challenge as how we 

might collectively transform life for 

the sake of the world. 

Plans are in hand for a range of 

exciting URC activities, including: 

A ‘More than Welcome’ banqueting 

table and shelter art installation 

(made by scrap church artist Nic 

Walters) A knitted food treasure 

hunt and yarn blanketing Street 

theatre Pop-up picnic liturgy The 

URC stand (now known as the 

‘URC lounge’) which will host 

various events during the festival 

period Hosting a series of 

‘intentional conversations’ at picnic 

tables near the URC lounge  

Last year’s hugely popular treasure 

hunt saw people go in search of 13 

stars decorated by the synods. 

This year, knitting and crochet fans 

are urgently needed to help 

prepare a treasure ‘trail’ of knitted 

food from across the world. 

Festival-goers will head for 

hampers dotted around the site 

where they will answer questions 

on food/feast stories from the Bible 

and collect various knitted food 

items. They will then be asked to 

add the ‘produce’ to an empty 

banqueting area so that, over the 

course of the weekend, the area 

goes from being empty to 

abundant. There is a lot to knit so 

the more people, groups and 

churches involved, the better! If 

you do start this project, please 

send a photo of the group/

individual doing the knitting for a 

display in the URC lounge! 

Interested individuals, 

community groups and churches 

should email 

crcw.admin@urc.org.uk for 

patterns and information about 

where to send the produce.  

Knitting/crocheting patterns are 

available but do feel free to use 

any you may have already. The 

knitted items should not be too big 

(so they fit in the palm of your 

hand). The food production needs 

to start as soon as possible if there 

is going to be enough of it in time 

for August Bank Holiday.  

On the last day of Greenbelt, 

volunteers will head out to 

distribute the knitted food. An 

attached postcard will explain that 

it is a gift from the URC and it will 

also include a ‘food for thought’ 

idea or challenge.  

The early booking ticket deadline is 

the end of April; if you buy your 

weekend tickets before midnight 

on 30 April, you will save £35 on 

the onsite adult weekend price. 

Visit here to find out more. 
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We have many events taking 

place this year to celebrate 

Feasts and Festivals.  

We are celebrating 100th 

anniversary of Constance 

Coltman’s ordination to ministry 

in the Congregational Church  

– the 500th anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation. 

Within our Synod we have a 

Study day on 15th July  and our 

own Synod festival ‘Celebrating 

Freedom on 11th June’  Visit the 

Synod website for more 

information or speak to Jane. 

As part of the Feast and Festival  

year Jane has a playmobile  

Martin Luther and he is travelling 

around the Synod with her this 

year.  Look out for his updates on 

the Synod website, 

www.urc5.org.uk  

This is what he has been up to so 

far! 

 

 

Feasts and Festivals 

On Saturday 20 May when the whole URC is invited to enjoy The 

Big Day Out, organised by Pilots, at Warwick Castle. 

This is a festival for all ages where activities will run from 10am to 

5pm in the historic and beautiful setting. Individuals and groups, 

with their church communities and wider family and friends, are all 

welcome to be part of what promises to be a day to remember. 

Tickets include access to the castle and attractions where Big 

Day Out visitors can have a go at archery, watch birds of prey in 

flight, take part in worship with hundreds of others, listen to influ-

ential and engaging speakers and workshop leaders, visit the 

beautiful conservatory tea house, relax in the peacock garden, 

and enjoy a celebratory picnic. 

More information from feastsandfestivals@urc.org.uk or 0207 916 8637—book by 31 March 2017 

Tickets over 11’s £16.50, 4-11 years £11.00, under 4’s free.  Merlin Passholders free 

Big Day Out 
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This year 8 young people 

attended youth assembly from our 

Synod.  They joined nearly 100 

young people attending this year.  

The key note speaker was Rev 

Jenny Mills who used the theme of 

Feasts and Festivals to discuss a 

variety of things including the 

meaning behind the hymns we 

sing in church.  And we used 

kazoos in worship! 

The business sessions this year 

included discussion on the 

structure of the church and a 

motion bough forward by our 

Synod which was to encourage 

Synods to provide a place for 

young people to meet at the same 

venue as the Synod meeting 

taking place.  This was passed by 

consensus and the National URC 

Youth executive will now work on 

this.  

As well as business sessions that 

took place we also participated in 

issue based and creative 

workshops, including a 

visit to the national 

memorial arboretum.  

One of the most popular 

parts of the weekend was 

the Ceilidh on the 

Saturday night, which 

everyone took part in, 

including Jane our CYDO in her 

wheelchair! 

At the end of the weekend we 

inducted Dan Morrell as the URC 

Youth Moderator for 2017 and 

Hannah Jones as the URC Youth 

Moderator Elect., as well as the 

rest of the URC Youth Executive.  

Overall Youth Assembly was a 

weekend full of friendship and 

fellowship with other URC Youth 

members and friends from other 

Synods.  

Georgina Neale 

Youth Assembly 2017  
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News from Becky Tomlinson at 
The Church on Oakwood.  
 
The congregation at The Church 
on Oakwood are funding a post 
for 10 hours Family Work each 
week - as the Family Work is a 
new post, we have very little 
resources for the ideas that I felt 
placed on my heart - so started 
applying for grants and to local 
shops for help with resources 
such as craft or sports 
equipment.  
 
Over the Christmas holidays I 
applied for a few grants, one 

being the 2020 URC Mission 
Grant and wrote what I thought 
was a 'wish' list of things I would 
love to start up and what I think 
would be beneficial in the 
community.   
 
Being Ecumenical it is always 
hard applying for money not 
being from one Denomination. I 
prayed over the application in 
the hope of being given a bit of 
money - £50 to buy a few bats 
and balls for the summer 
holiday work on the park or 
£100 for new Bibles to do a 
Christian Club in the local school 

during lunchtime, a bit of 
money for parenting manuals to 
offer further courses.  
 
I would have jumped for joy at 
being awarded a third of the 
grant due to being Ecumenical. 
But to be offered 100% of the 
grant for 3 years -God has his 
hand on us and I'm so excited 
that His exciting work that can 
now take place in Oakwood 
(Derby). Don’t under-estimate 
God. I would have loved a 
couple of hundred pounds - God 
delivered and blessed us with 
thousands!! 

The Church on Oakwood 

Synod Youth Camp 5th—12th August 2017.   

The Church on Oakwood received funding from the Vision 2020 fund.  More information is available from 

http://www.urc.org.uk/mission/vision2020-our-mission-strategy.html . 

If you are considering applying for funds from this fund or any of the Synod funds please speak to a Mission 

Enabler or  Jane ,CYDO for more information. 

Marcus Hargis     Mission Enabler North    marcushargis@outlook.com  01332  865426 

Simon Ellis          Mission Enabler South    revsellis@uwclub.net  07891 000785 
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During September and October  

a family ministry course has 

been held in South 

Leicestershire Group.     

It has been a chance to explore 

what family ministry is and how it 

relates to the local church. 

David Todd from Melton 

Mowbray URC said ‘“It was good 

to be able to explore aspects of 

Family Ministry, the importance 

of seeing the whole family as 

members of the church, reaching 

out through children, parents and 

grandparents to enable all to 

receive the ‘Good News’ of Gods 

love.  I learned so much from 

those at the various meetings 

which I hope will enable me to 

minister to all, not just those in 

the pew on a Sunday.” If you 

would like more information or a 

course in your area please get in 

touch with Jane.   

for more information.  It is 

www.messychurch.org.uk   

 

Messy Church 

In February we hosted a Messy 

Church training day in 

Leicestershire.  

We have many churches in the 

Synod who do Messy Church 

and some who are thinking 

about starting one.  Messy 

Church produce lots of books, 

videos and resources to help 

you with your Messy Church.  

Visit the Messy Church Website 

Family Ministry  Course     

Resource Review 

 

The URC Guide and Scout Fellow-

ship exists to support churches build 

links with the Guide and Scout 

groups that meet in their buildings.  

They are keen to build links with 

churches who have such groups 

meeting and if you are interested 

please contact Jane in the first 

istance who will pass your details on 

to the relevant people.   

One of our Synod young people who  

is linked with a URC Guide group 

has recently joined the committee 

and her report is below.  

We look forward to hearing more 

about the events in the summer.  

 

I have recently joined the URC 

Guide and Scout Fellowship and I 

attended my first  committee meet-

ing in London on the 4th of March. 

During the meeting we discussed a 

Christmas card competition , the 

removal of the word God from the 

Guide promise and plans for Gilwell 

24 and the Gilwell reunion in the 

summer. On top of this I also fed 

back a report from this years Youth 

Assembly with the other youth repre-

sentative on the committee. 

Georgina Neale 

URC Guide and Scout Fellowship      



The sessions are: 

• Introductory session 

• Child development 

• Programme planning 

• Children and community 

• Pastoral Awareness 

• The Bible and prayer 

• Transitions 

• Special needs 

• Challenging behaviour 

• The global dimension 

• Children’s advocacy 

• Young leaders 

And Core Skills For Family 

Ministry  

• Biblical, historical and 

contemporary understanding 

of family 

• Family ministry today 

• Seasons of family life 

• Role of family relationships 

• Family well-being and 

wholeness 

• Faith in families 

Core Skills training is for youth 

and children's workers and 

covers a wide range of topics.  

They can be delivered as a 

course or as stand alone 

sessions.  

If your church would like to host 

some training, on specific 

sessions please get in touch 

with Jane 

 

Core Skills training 
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You do not have to have 

children and young people in 

your church to work towards a 

child friendly church award, but 

ensuring that if any did begin to 

be connected to your church 

life then you would be ‘child 

friendly’. 

 

We have several churches in 

our Synod that have the award 

or that are working towards a re 

award or for the first time.   

 

For more information please 

contact Jane cydo@urc5.org.uk  

 

 

This award is a programme of 

the United Reformed Church 

which recognises and 

encourages excellence in 

churches working with children 

and young people.  

 

To gain the Chid Friendly 

Church Award a church needs 

to show that they have met 

certain standards.  Filling in a 

self assessment form, the 

church works through it and 

provides evidence. 

 

It is not a ‘tick box’ exercise, but 

a process that the church works 

through with support from the 

CYDO.   

 

Child Friendly Church Award 

 



Synod office 

1 Edwards Lane 

Sherwood 

Nottingham 

NG5 3AA 

East Midlands Synod 

 

Office phone: 0115  960 9241 

Jane Henderson 07572 291007 

E-mail:   cydo@urc5.org.uk 

www.urc5.org.uk 
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To help celebrate the 100th anniversary of  Constance Coltman’s  

ordination and 500 years since the Lutheran Reformation we are asking 

all churches to do something to celebrate on the same day.  It may be a 

shared lunch, a picnic, a cream tea,.  A joint pastorate service, a joint 

ecumenical service.  A party, have fun and games.   

We will be encouraging each church to use the same Bible reading and 

theme that day.   

Packs have been sent to all churches.    

More information from: 

Jane Henderson cydo@urc5.org.uk  


