
Hello, welcome to our 

children's and youth 

work newsletter for the 

Synod.   

It has been a busy 

summer this year.  Lots 

of churches have had 

holiday clubs and 

different activities with 

their children and young 

people.   

As a denomination and 

as the Synod we were at 

Greenbelt this year, 

please see the report 

further in the newsletter.  

I have been excited at 

the number of churches 

exploring the Child 

Friendly Church Award 

and look forward to 

celebrating with them 

once they have gained it.  

If you haven’t thought 

about this please do get 

in touch.  

We have a Facebook 

group that has been set 

up for youth and children’

s leaders in the Synod.  

If you would like to join 

please email me.  

Finally we have some 

exciting events coming 

up in the new year, the 

Pilots day out, Family 

ministry day, and our 

opportunity as a Synod 

to celebrate the 500th 

Anniversary of the 

Reformation and 100 

years since the 

ordination of Constance 

Coltman.  This is on the 

11th June 2017.  More 

information will be sent 

out in January, but 

please save the date.  

Finally, please get in 

touch if you want any 

information or to invite 

me to your children’s and 

youth events. . 

God Bless 

Jane 

Children’s and Youth Development Officer 
(CYDO) 

Synod Youth Executive 

The Synod Youth Executive 

are a group of people who are 

aged between 11 and 25 

years old, who represent 

young people in the Synod. 

The aim is to make sure the 

voice of young people is heard 

and influence decisions made 

within the Synod. The Synod 

Youth Executive has met twice 

so far this year and 

have lots of ideas for future 

events and they 

also discussed what they 

would like from the Synod. If 

you would like to be a part 

of this group, or know a 

young person 11-25 years 

old who would be interested 

in helping shape the future 

of the East Midlands 

Synod, please get in touch. 

Our Synod Youth 

Representative has been 

busy attending the Synod 

Youth Executive and also 

the URC Youth Executive 

meetings. Discussions held 

at the URC Youth 

Executive include 
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East Midlands Synod  

Youth and Children’s work 

Newsletter  
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

organising the URC Youth 

Assembly, carrying out the 

work of Assembly including 

plans for Synod Camps and 

much more!  Youth Assembly 

2017 promises to be an 

exciting one - and we would 

love to see you there! 

Find us on Facebook 

 

URCEastmidlandsYouth 

 

Or Twitter 

 

@URC5Youth  
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Greenbelt—Stars and Scrap the Church  

This year the URC was an Associate 

with Greenbelt. (www.greenbelt.org.uk)  

Which is held over the bank holiday 

weekend in August.  The URC had a 

great presence, there was an Art 

installation, discussion panels both in 

the youth venues and the main festival 

site, a star treasure hunt and the tent in 

G Source village.  The Synod also had 

a presence in the tent and lots of 

people came to say hi.  The URC was 

asking festival goers what they would 

like to ‘scrap’ about church.  They were 

invited to put their comments in a bin 

and write their hopes on a star.  These 

will be collated and a report will be in a 

future issue of Reform.  URC Youth 

hosted a discussion panel which was 

well attended.  They had a room 101 

style discussion and asked what they 

would like to get rid of.  

The star treasure hunt proved popular 

with stars decorated by each Synod, 

General Assembly and other areas 

from URC life.  On completion people 

were awarded a ‘star medal’. 

We managed to get Richard Church 

and Frances Brennan to have their 

photo taken in the Selfie Star.  Also the 

Bishop of Peterborough! 

The main communion service on the 

Sunday Morning was led completely by 

primary school children.  It was a 

uplifting and challenging service.  A 

really good example of children leading 

a service and doing it well.  There was 

no ‘dumbing down’ of the message and 

it was relevant to all ages.  You can 

listen to the service from the Greenbelt 

website.  

The URC will be there at next years 

Festival, so do come along and join in.  

 

Sunday morning service 

Joining in despite the 

Completed 

the  treasure 
hunt!! 

The Scrap 
Church! 

The URC @ Greenbelt! 
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Over the summer many 

churches have been busy with 

Holiday Clubs.  Brigstock URC 

held their first every holiday club 

see report later on.  Other 

churches, Bullwel URC, The 

Dales URC, Abbots Rd URC, 

Wirksworth URC, have held 

theirs and I was privileged to 

attend those that I could.  Here 

are some pictures from them.  

 

Also, Abbots Rd  had an 

Olympic themed Messy Church 

in July.   

 

Synod Round Up 

SAVE THE DATE 

Big day out with Pilots  

20th May 2017 

 

A day of fellowship for the whole United Reformed Church, celebrating all that our diverse 
and colourful denomination has to offer as we walk the way of Jesus Christ together’  
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29th September to 2nd October saw 

the 2nd Youth and  Children’s 

leaders weekend at Wilson Carlile 

Centre in Sheffield.  7  leaders from 

around the Synod gathered  for a  

weekend of reflection, learning, 

sharing of ideas and fun.  The theme 

was Roots and Foundations, and the 

group explored what are the roots 

and foundations of their faith, how 

have they grown and who has 

nurtured them.  They also explored 

how they can nurture and grow the 

faith of the young people that they 

work with.  

Lots of ideas were shared 

and plans to meet up again 

for mutual support.  

Next years date has been set 

provisionally for  15th to 17th 

September 2017.  Watch out 

for more information.  

I have been asked about the statistics 

in the yearbook.  There are two figures 

for children, one for children associat-

ed with the church and one for children 

in worship.  You may notice that the 

first figure is often a lot higher than the 

second.  This is because when we 

count children associated with the 

church we think of all those children 

who attend groups run by the church, 

for example, Pilots, toddler groups, 

uniformed organisations, youth clubs.  

The worship figure is made up of chil-

dren who attend worship at the church, 

and that includes worship during the 

week such as Messy Church.  Also, 

don’t forget that worship happens with-

in Pilots groups and Boys and Girls 

Brigades each week.  Some toddler 

groups have a time of worship at them, 

so these would count.    

We have an opportunity to show the 

wide rang and diverse ways we en-

gage with children and young people in 

our churches when we give these fig-

ures.  

Youth and Children’s leaders weekend  

Talking Statistics.  

This year’s youth assembly is          

focussing on Feasts and Festivals.  It 

is being held from 27th to 29th January 

2017 and is open to all aged 15—25 

years old.   

It is a chance to for young people from 

all parts of the URC join together for 

an amazing weekend of workshops, 

Bible studies, creative sessions,      

Youth Assembly 2017 

worship and prayer,  movies, com-

edy and loads more and of course 

the business that the young      

people bring. 

Places are available, please get in 

touch with Jane to find out more 

information.  
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The first week of August was a 
hive of activity at Brigstock URC, 
with a total of 25 children taking 
part in an incredibly enjoyable 
week. We very much 
appreciated the support of 
parents, children and our band 
of 17 volunteers, in making this 
first Holiday Club at the a huge 
success. 

With Transformation as the 
theme of the ‘Wastewatchers’ 
programme, children were 
welcomed to a rubbish tip in the 
entrance foyer of the Church. 
Day by day this was transformed 
with the colourful craft the 
children created, reflecting 
God’s transformation of the 
world through Creation and how 
we can take responsibility for 
looking after our environment, 
helping to keep it beautiful. This 
idea was taken beyond the 
Church as we helped to improve 
parts of the school garden and 
tidy up around the village 
memorial. 

Each day children enjoyed a 
range of activities – clay, lego, 
junk modelling, food tasting, 

minibeast hunting, gardening, 
parachute games, glass 
painting, hama beads, litter 
picking, pond dipping, sweep 
netting, fossil hunting – songs, 
stories and games. It was great 
to see their engagement and 
enjoyment in everything they did 
and how well they all got on 
together. 

We were also introduced to the 
charity ‘Mary’s Meals’ 
www.marysmeals.org.uk , an 
organisation that aims to provide 
chronically hungry 
children with one 
meal every school 
day, encouraging 
education that can 
lift them out of 
poverty in later life. 
This is our chosen 
charity for harvest 
this year and 
members of the 
Young Church are 
organising a stall at 
the village Beer 
Festival and 
screening of a short film 
‘Generation Hope’.  

The Holiday Club has kick-
started a project to ‘transform’ 
our church in order to serve the 
community further, with 
fundraising to make 
improvements to the worship 
area and renovate an upper 
room – so another year we could 
have even more children coming 
along!!  

 

Brigstock Holiday Club 

Synod Youth Camp 

Brigstock URC received funding from the Synod Outreach Fund.  The Outreach Fund exists to support United 

Reformed Churches in the East Midlands Synod to engage in new outreach initiatives.  Grants are available 

for up to 50% of the cost of the project, and grants made are normally for a few hundred pounds. 

 Applications are considered as soon as they are received - there are no fixed deadlines by which you must 

submit your application. 

Speak to a Mission Enabler or CYDO for more information. 

We are exploring the possibility of a joint youth camp with West Midlands and 

Wales Synods in the summer of 2017.  

Watch this space!! 

http://www.marysmeals.org.uk
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 Introductory session 

 Child development 

 Programme planning 

 Children and community 

 Pastoral Awareness 

 The Bible and prayer 

 Transitions 

 Special needs 

 Challenging behaviour 

 The global dimension 

 Children’s advocacy 

 Young leaders 

And Core Skills For Family 

Ministry  

 Biblical, historical and 

contemporary understanding 

of family 

 Family ministry today 

 Seasons of family life 

 Role of family relationships 

 Family well-being and 

wholeness 

 Faith in families 

Core Skills training is for youth 

and children's workers and 

covers a wide range of topics.  

They can be delivered as a 

course or as stand alone 

sessions.  

If your church would like to host 

some training, on specific 

sessions please get in touch. 

The sessions are: 

During September and October a 

family ministry course has been held 

in South Leicestershire Group.    It has 

been a chance to explore what family 

ministry is and how it relates to the 

local church. 

Different themes are explored during 

the training in a easy to understand 

and fun way.  

If you would like more information 

or a course in your area please get 

in touch with Jane.  

   

    

All Age Worship training is being  

held at  Christchurch URC on 

Saturday  12th November 2016.  The 

day will run from 10.30—2.30pm.  

Please bring a packed lunch and 

book in with Hannah Bones, 

trainingpa@urc5.org.uk at Synod 

office. More information available 

from Jane or Deborah.   

 

while enjoying what you've made. 

Cooking activities include: 

- Spiced star tree decorations to 

remind you that Jesus is the light of 

the world. 

- Cranberry angel cakes to link with 

the angel's message to Mary. 

- Egyptian tomato soup with 

pyramid toast to remember that 

God kept Jesus and his family safe 

in Egypt.  

With clear, illustrated recipes, you 

Bake through the Bible at 

Christmas is a great way  to 

explore the Christmas story with 

children while having lots of fun 

cooking together. 

It contains 12 Bible stories, told in 

a simple, engaging style, that take 

a child through the events of the 

first Christmas. Each story is 

supported by a cooking activity that 

reinforces the main teaching, along 

with questions to discuss while 

cooking, and a simple recap to use 

don't have to be a good cook to 

enjoy this book—just ready to have 

some fun as you bake through the 

Bible at Christmas! 

 

Core Skills training 

Family Ministry  Course    All Age Worship 

Resource Review 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjRhJzCx77PAhVG7RQKHTgJA2MQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FBake-Through-Bible-Beginning-God%2Fdp%2F1909559008&psig=AFQjCNFDhuoQRLdPhW9f1z4sHUGUBTom_A
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life then you would be ‘child 

friendly’. 

We have several churches in 

our Synod that have the award 

or that are working towards a re 

award or for the first time.   

 

In the last 6 months we have 

had  2 churches reawarded, 

they are:   

Groby URC 

Wellingborough URC 

And a new award for 

The Dales URC 

 

For more information please 

contact Jane cydo@urc5.org.uk  

 

This award is a programme of 

the United Reformed Church 

which recognises and 

encourages excellence in 

churches working with children 

and young people.  

To gain the Chid Friendly 

Church Award a church needs 

to show that they have met 

certain standards.   

It is not a ‘tick box’ exercise, but 

a process that the church works 

through with support from the 

CYDO.   

You do not have to have 

children and young people in 

your church to work towards a 

child friendly church award, but 

ensuring that if any did begin to 

be connected to your church 

 Save the Date 

     Saturday 25th February 2017 

 

A day to explore family ministry.   

 

Messy Church workshops— 

Messy Discipleship 

Storytelling 

 

Idea sharing, Worship, resources and much more 

More information to come. Cost £5 per person 

Bring a packed lunch to share.  

Child Friendly Church Award 

Family Ministry Day 

 



Synod office 

1 Edwards Lane 

Sherwood 

Nottingham 

NG5 3AA 

East Midlands Synod 

 

Office phone: 0115  960 9241 

Jane Henderson 07572 291007 

E-mail:   cydo@urc5.org.uk 

www.urc5.org.uk 
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To help celebrate the 100th anniversary of  Constance Coltman’s  

ordination and 500 years since the Lutheran Reformation we are asking 

all churches to do something to celebrate on the same day.  It may be a 

shared lunch, a picnic, a cream tea,.  A joint pastorate service, a joint 

ecumenical service.  A party, have fun and games.   

We will be encouraging each church to use the same Bible reading and 

theme that day.   

We will be sending out a pack of ideas in January to all churches.  

More information from: 

Jane Henderson cydo@urc5.org.uk  


