Advent and Christmas 2020 Resources
Stuart and I hope that this offering of useful resources will help you find something that you can
practically or feel able to take on with your churches, congregations and connect with your wider
community as we move towards Advent and Christmas 2020.
Do pick something that you can do simply. Often the simple ideas and using good resources that are
widely available mean you’re not spending too much time planning and stressing yourselves out. Be
realistic. Look at what resources you have (including asking others to be involved as a distance).
Most of all walk the way with your community as we begin the period of waiting and watching as we
move towards Advent, Christmas and beyond.
We pray that you have a blessed walk with God this Season.
Stuart and Caroline
County Ecumenical Development Officers
Churches Together in Shire & Soke
(Northamptonshire, Peterborough & Rutland)
*
*
*
*
*

Useful Websites & Denominational Resources
Suggestions of practical ideas for Advent and Christmas to take out into the Community
(Covid-19 Secure)
Christmas Social Campaigns
Suggested books / daily reflections
Saltmine Theatre – Hark! A Nativity Story!

Useful websites & Denominational Resources:
Church of England’s 2020 focus this year –
Comfort and Joy - Advent and Christmas 2020
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/preparingadvent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy
Online services and events. - In collaboration with a range of
Christian charities and organisations, we will produce nine online
services throughout Advent and Christmas.
This will include an online service for each Sunday of Advent, a Christingle with the Children's
Society, nine lessons and carols and midnight services. Charities involved include Christian Aid,
Church Army, Embrace and Marie Curie. The online weekly services have been very well received
on social media and continue to attract a diverse audience including regular churchgoers, people
exploring faith and a wide age demographic.

Children’s Society - online and Socially
Distanced Christingle ideas

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-and-events/christingle

Roots on the web offer worship resources for adults, young
people and children. During the pandemic are offering free access to
resources. An ecumenical partnership (The Methodist Church, The
National Society, The Church of England, The United Reformed Church,
Christian Education, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, Welsh
Sunday School Council)
- Building God’s family tree – a Jesse tree to decorate through Advent
- Now – and then, reflecting on 2020 through the Christmas Story
(five scenes and characters to help make connections with life
during the pandemic. Download the resources here:
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/adventchristmas2020

#GodIsWithUs Christmas Campaign 2020
The Methodist Church-wide Christmas campaign in 2020
#GodIsWithUs seeks to share people's stories about their walk with
God in this extraordinary year. The campaign will offer the following
content:
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/our-work-in-britain/evangelism-growth/practisingevangelism/evangelism-in-a-digital-world/godiswithus-christmas-campaign-2020/
•

Shareable social media posts every day in Advent on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter - these
will contain a quote from the story of the day alongside a photo of the person who's story it is.
• A video released on 1st December on YouTube and shared on social media. This will be
narrated by the 24 campaign participants and will simply show clips of each person.
• Two campaign posters
• Sets of postcards available for local churches to order (free, + P&P) to give out locally. NOW
AVAILABLE TO PREORDER HERE.
• A Worship at Home service for each Sunday in December and an extra service for Christmas
Day, as well as a Worship at Home Christmas CD - coming soon.
• A weekly prayer and reflection produced by JPIT - coming soon.
The materials ask questions which encourage Methodists and non-Methodists alike to consider their
own story of faith in 2020 and to share it with one another or online.
The postcards are designed to be posted to your friends, family, neighbours and communities. Please
always stay safe and follow the Government Covid-19 guidelines when using these materials.

Action for Children's Starry Night – virtual Christmas carols.
§§§§§§§§§§§§§§

On Tuesday 8 December, join Action for Children
and families across the UK for an evening of Christmas carols, fun
and festive cheer hosted by Channel 4 News’ Jon Snow.
Tickets are £10 per household and will give you access to
exclusive entertainment, readings, and performances from
celebrities including Angellica Bell and 'Call the Midwife'’s Jenny
Agutter. All this from the comfort of your own home.
https://www.starry-night.co.uk/lite-ui/?controller=home

2

Bags of Blessings! Through Advent to Epiphany
A Gift to the Churches for Advent 2020 and Beyond
This little resource is a gift to you from a number of ordained women in
Baptist ministry, throughout the UK, who have shared their ideas about
how we can make Advent, Christmas and Epiphany really special for our
churches, families and neighbours. The central idea is simple – to fill and
deliver/post ‘Goody Bags’ to every household in our church, or our street,
village or town. They could also be given to workers in care homes, health
care settings, or to hostels and shelters.
We also offer some other ideas for multi-voiced/multi-participant
Community Advent ‘calendars’ online, on your church notice board,
in your church/home window, or indeed all of these!
Lastly, we have identified some books that we have found helpful in the past, and which offer a
variety of resources from daily prayer, to liturgy, to crafts. Downloadable resource available:
https://www.baptist.org.uk/Articles/591443/Bags_of_Blessings.aspx

Christmas Carols from The Big Sing
The Northern Baptist Association (NBA) has
made sound recordings during The Big Sing
which form the basis of a set of resources for
small churches and house groups.
These combine live worship recording with Ian Britton’s photography and video footage. They are
available to all churches that struggle sometimes with limited musical resources.
Included within The Big Sing is a selection of Christmas carols which can be viewed on the NBA's
YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/profile?user=THENBA and used within online
services. Click here to download these videos (and other traditional hymns).
https://www.mediafire.com/scmib

Jeff Lucas and Searchlight: Christmas all Wrapped Up
A creative resource for the festive season
As all of their tours are now on hold for the foreseeable future
Jeff Lucas and Searchlight have decided to join the great online
migration of 2020 and professionally film some brand new material for churches to use over Advent.
There will be four sketches from Searchlight and Jeff will be producing four devotional stories and a
25-minute Christmas message 'The Hope That We All Need'. These can be used for online services,
small groups and your church's social media. http://www.searchlighttheatre.org

Mother’s Union - Faith in the Family
resources - helping families explore their faith
together in different and creative ways. Advent
Prayer activity for the season of Advent.
https://www.mothersunion.org/faith-family-resources
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Advent and Christmas Resources 2020 from
the Baptist Union of Great Britain
-

A list and links to some useful resources (some listed below)

https://www.baptist.org.uk/Group/Group.aspx?ID=352351

An Online Carol Service
Listen to the Christmas carols and readings and join in with
this 35 minute service online.
James Cooper, a member of Minehead Baptist Church has
run one of the most popular Christmas information sites on
the web since 2000.
This year he has added an online carol service to the site where people can listen to the Christmas
carols and readings and/or join in! With seven carols and five readings, it lasts about 35 minutes.
James thinks a simple online carol service might be useful to lots of churches as well as places like
care homes and also just for anyone who wants to 'go to' a carol service in their home! Click here
to access the online carol service, https://www.whychristmas.com/carolservice/ which is also
available as a video on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WntdVwTentg&feature=youtu.be
The 'service sheet' can be downloaded as a PDF
https://d2lyc38tx1fvww.cloudfront.net/onlinecarols/onlinecarolservice.pdf and there's an MP3
version available for download.
https://d2lyc38tx1fvww.cloudfront.net/onlinecarols/onlinecarolservice.mp3

Advent Animations ( 25 )
East Anglia District
These short 20-30 second videos can be downloaded from here for
churches and individuals to use on their social media, emails or in any way
they see potential. https://eangliamethodist.org.uk/online-resources/advent-animations
They can be used on any platform, by any denomination and there's no
requirement to credit the source. To download a video click on the play
button and then you should be able to download it in the normal way for
your system If you would prefer still images rather than videos to use
then go to the Advent Graphics page under the Online Resources menu. The page address for this is

https://eangliamethodist.org.uk/online-resources/advent-graphics

Watching and Waiting - 2020 Advent Course
- a four week course suitable for small group meetings
and Bible studies. Focusing on Watching and Waiting.
The season of Advent represents a period of watching
and waiting in anticipation of the arrival of Christ.
During Advent we look back and celebrate the incarnation
of the Son of God in the world; whilst also looking forward to
HIS return at the end of time.
The course encourages us to walk through the season of Advent to enable us
to engage in mission and discipleship as a way of life. It has been specifically
designed to be used in small groups and by individuals.
The booklets can be ordered or downloaded as pdf. It comes from the London Methodist District and
they are happy for other areas to use the materials.
https://www.methodistlondon.org.uk/adventcourse2020

4

CAFOD’s online Advent calendar 2020
Our 2020 online Advent calendar of
prayer and reflection is coming soon.

daily

Please check back in November to reflect,pray and take action
throughout the season of Advent.
Download our Advent calendar for children or our Advent calendar for young people.
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar

Scripture Union
In search of Christmas is an interactive Christmas trail
resource. It features downloadable QR code posters for
use as part of a fun Christmas trail. Find and scan QR
codes to uncover video clues and crack the final code to
discover that Jesus is the reason for the season!
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/resource/in-searchofchristmas?utm_source=Adult_events_Consent&utm_ca
mpaign=39b60ec824-Email_Connecting-You-Winter2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a01
4bdbf0a-39b60ec824-266063891

12 Ideas for Advent and Christmas 2020
from the Diocese of Bath and Wells
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/12-Ideas-for-Advent-Christmas2020.pdf
1. Advent Angel Trail / Angel bombing your community with images of angels with a relevant Bile
verse
2. Advent Collection Collage
3. Christmas Nativity Lights – take the Manger outside
4. Angels and a baby (24 angels and a baby) – a giant advent calendar on your church windows
/ or build up the advent calendar scene using silhouettes of the nativity scene.
5. Outside prayer space (supporting the Foodbank)
6. Advent Photo Challenge – a word a day post on social media / church website
7. 7.Candles of hope and light – fill the town / village with a message of Hope.
8. Christmas carol countdown – a Carol a day through advent
9. Posada Family 2020 ( ensuring Covid regulations
10. Its Christmas Bible Chat Mat – children’s resource
11. Sing ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ (online / Zoom / Microsoft Teams etc)
12 Photo Christmas Baubles
Advent Bible Story ’Trails, Walk-Throughs and Live Nativity. Looking for Advent Learning activities
here in 2020, a great way of using advent with social distancing in mind, especially if you have some
church property you can work with.
https://www.rotation.org/topic/advent-bible-story-walk-through-nativity-trails
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Community Advent Calendar
Ordinary Advent Project – an Extraordinary Story - You could do similar in your community!
If you like the idea, I’d be happy to artwork and supply graphic poster images for you*. I can arrange
cost-effective printing and delivery of A2 posters for you to display, and/or supply your images for
online social/media use. *For a small donation to cover my time.
Using your images of the people around your community, it perhaps could help people think about
what the nativity story means today.
All you’d need to supply is nine quality images with captions, (it’s important to obtain consent for them
to be used), and supply any local / logo and details etc.
Images used previously were:
‘Guiding Star’ – Guiding eg. a crossing patrol person
‘Choir of Angels’ – Singing eg. playgroup school class
‘Shepherds’ – Working eg. work men/women
‘Mary’ – Expecting eg. mother to be
‘Magi’ – Bringing eg. visitors
‘Bethlehem’ – Waiting eg. village sign population
‘Census Officials’ – Organising eg. parish council officers
‘Inn Keeper’ – Hosting eg. barman/lady
‘Angel Gabriel’ – Messenger eg. post-person

You could do similar in your community!
Using your images of the people around your community, it perhaps could help people think about
what the nativity story means today.
All you’d need to supply is nine quality images with captions, (it’s important to obtain consent for them
to be used), and supply any local / logo and details etc.
More information:
https://julesprichards.wordpress.com/2020/11/04/ordinary-people-an-extraordinary-story/
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Darlington Methodist – Advent Resources – 12 ideas pdf attached
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Community & Social Action:

Light Project Peterborough
Winter 2020 campaign – NOT 1
Should anyone sleep on the streets this Winter?
We believe not 1.
Wet, cold, dangerous, a very lonely place to be.
Every day we help people off the streets, working tirelessly
to ensure all have access to warm and safe homes.
Please support us.
Please consider supporting us with our NOT 1 campaign
if you agree that 1 person on the streets is 1 too many.
If you would like to support this campaign please:
1. Take a picture with a 'not 1' sign
2. Share the picture on your social media
3. Tag us @light_project_peterborough
4. And donate or fundraise through the link below
www.justgiving.com/campaign/not1
#not1campaign
www.lightprojectpeterborough.org.uk

Be a STAR - Christmas Appeal 2020
Take a look through our fabulous fundraising ideas, activities and fun content for your
social media! You can go here to view your fundraising pack and you can also

go here to have a look at all the downloadable resources.
There are multiple ways to get involved so even if you’re not
comfortable leaving your home – go to where the action
really is these days – online! Or if perhaps the change in
weather has given you itchy toes, then a couple of our
challenges will get your body active and warm.
And of course, whatever you choose to do, your fundraising
will have a significant impact on the lives of many vulnerable
people this Christmas.
Here are some ways your fundraising can help:
£15 could pay for a food parcel to feed a family in desperate need for three days.
£60 could cover the cost of running three weekly parent-and-toddler groups.
£114 could meet the cost of an officer for 3 days so they can distribute meals and provide support for
vulnerable people.
£800 could enable all residents of a safe house to go out for Christmas dinner and a show, making a
memory to last a life time.
Our team would love to hear from you and assist you with any questions you have on how to make
your Christmassy event a little more 2020, so please pop us an email
at challenge@salvationarmy.org.uk or give us a call on 0207 367 4819.
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TearFund – Christmas Devotional –
Our Present Hope (unwrap some hope this Christmas)
Join us on our Advent journey as we unwrap some hope this Christmas
Christ’s birth: the perfect present to us.
Because of it, our present has hope.
Because of him, our present to the world is hope.
Share Advent with us as we spend a few moments each day exploring Our
present: hope through reflections, thoughts, prayers and creative contributions
from around the world.
You’ll hear from some of our well-known supporters, from inspiring church leaders and Tearfund staff
and ambassadors from around the world.
There will be daily gift suggestions, encouraging scriptures, and even an opportunity to share what
hope means to you.
You can sign up to join us online via daily emails, or to receive a free printed booklet.
Be encouraged, inspired, uplifted and challenged to build your faith and live out your hope with us.
https://www.tearfund.org/about_you/resources/christmas/

Christian Aid – Worship for Advent and Christmas

Join churches across the UK in a collective act of solidarity and hope for our neighbours near and far.
This year you have shown incredible kindness in the face of coronavirus. Now, as cold nights draw in,
our neighbours and communities need the hope of Christmas more than ever.
On the first Sunday of Advent, 29 November, hundreds of churches will be singing or sharing 'When
out of poverty is born' in their services, reflecting on the hope that Christmas brings, and praying for
our neighbours near and far.
Let’s create a national act of worship showing that when crisis threatens love builds hope. And let’s
reach out to our neighbours around the world still facing crisis.
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals-key-appeals/christmas-appeal/worship-christmas
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christmas-appeal/resources
Christian Aid Carol: Out of poverty is born’ – link: https://youtu.be/MzwyjnACz0o
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Christmas Support for People in Peterborough Prison
As a chaplaincy team, we are able – by courtesy of different
charities – to provide a diary, a calendar and a Christmas card in
addition to some chocolates. For some of our residents this package
goodies will be the only present they have for Christmas.

of

If you are able to help, we are asking for the 740-800 gram sized
tubs of ‘Heroes’, ‘Quality Street’, ‘Celebration’ or ‘Roses’, all of
which are now, or soon will be, on special offer at many supermarkets.
You might like to know that, with around 1300 people in the prison, we need sixteen tubs in order to
be provide one sweet per person: you will therefore appreciate that we need quite a few tubs if we are
going to provide even two or three chocolates to each person, so the more tubs the merrier. Last
year, through your generosity, we were able to give each resident over 20 sweets, which was a
magnificent achievement.
We will need all the tubs to be delivered around 15/16 December in order that we have time to do the
packing for each resident. If you are planning on taking part would you please contact Fr. Paul Peter
Paul.Alphonse@sodexogov.co.uk Thank you for your generosity.

Supporting your local Foodbanks.
Reverse Advent Calendars!
Such a wonderful idea and we are already hearing of
people and groups starting already!
The idea is; in the run up to Christmas each day for a
month you put an item of food in a box. Then donate it
to your local Foodbank. It’s great for getting children
involved in supporting their community and we are so
grateful for the support.

Contact your local Foodbank to see what items of food they require or specific focus for Cristmas:
Peterborough Foodbank Contact:
01733 575083
info@peterboroug.foodbank
www.peterborough.foodbank.org.uk

Kettering Foodbank:
07709 741353
www.ketteringfoodbank.org

Re-Store Northampton:
01604 328046
admin@restorenorthampton.org.uk
www.restorenorthampton.org.uk/food-bank.html

Rutland Foodbank (Oakham)
07582 783363
www.rutland.foodbank.org.uk
info@rutland.foodbank.org.uk
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Hark! A Nativity Story
Apprentice Angels are looking for a Shepherd, a Shepherd is searching for a lost Sheep and a
disguised king is hunting for a very special baby. Join Saltmine Theatre Company this Christmas to
discover how there is a place for everyone in this story.
Saltmine Theatre Company presents ‘Hark! A
Nativity Story’ re-imagined for this Christmas
season, filmed live in a theatre with a full cast and
live band. Blending original and festive music with
dynamic storytelling, song and dance routines,
Hark! will bring joy into churches and homes this
Christmas with comic and heart-warming
entertainment.

Saltmine Theatre Company has a new promotional video about our re-creation of Hark! A Nativity
Story: https://youtu.be/Q8k5thySdbg
This is an opportunity to provide an exciting creative element to your Christmas programme that
cannot be cancelled and which brings joy whilst sharing the familiar Saltmine Christmas heart with
added ‘wow’ factor.
Churches can now sign up for the church and community packages on Saltmine’s Christmas
webpage: www.saltminetrust.org.uk/index.php/harkchristmas

https://saltminetrust.org.uk/index.php/all-age/322-hark-all-age
We believe people need the true joy and comfort of ‘Immanuel’: Almighty God in human form on
chaotic Earth. Can Hark! help your church to share this message?
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http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/advent2020/
Four weeks of reflections, exploring stories of how God’s people have been working for justice and
peace this year and how we see the God of Justice working for hope in our current world .
How do we see the God of Justice as our Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace?
How do we see the God of Justice in the stories and situations of our Church in 2020.
What message of Hope can we hear after the year we’ve had?
These resources could be used as individual reflections, or as inspiration for a service or sermon.
All reflections and prayers can be reproduced with credit to the Joint Public Issues Team.
Resources will include:
Story from the Methodist Church in Britain’s God With Us campaign, Reflections, Questions and
Prayers

Could you be a Secret Santa?
This festive season, Action for Children is looking for a sleighful of Secret Santas to
support their Christmas campaign. For most of us, the festive season is a happy time.
But there are children all over the UK who face a Christmas without food, warmth or
love; Coronavirus has had a devastating impact on their lives. Action for Children is
working hard to change this – and they need your help more than ever.
Click here to find out more on how you can become a Secret Santa
https://secretsanta.actionforchildren.org.uk/?donationtype=single&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=acqMCC&utm_campaigncode=61945&utm_appealcode=X20XXXSES&utm_packagecode=20NSESAG&
gclid=CjwKCAiA17P9BRB2EiwAMvwNyHYlWvvLbmSICSDQLwOkeqj2KBPgP6Y7rfS_uz_ebY1xkYU
0mL8R9xoCZTIQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds

Refugee Christmas
Find out more about a set of new Christmas cards which highlight the plight of refugees giving
a simple but compelling take on an aspect of the nativity story. All profits will be donated to
Safe Passage UK which works with child refugees. So far Safe Passage have helped more
than 1800 children. Click here for more information about the cards
https://simonjcross.com/refugee-christmas/
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Helpful Books on Advent & Christmas
Available from

Church House Publishing:
Eden Christian Bookshop:

https://www.chpublishing.co.uk
https://www.eden.co.uk/christmas/

Pocket Prayers for Advent & Christmas
Containing prayers, carols and hymns celebrating the festive period, Pocket Prayers
for Advent and Christmas provides prayers for the season.
Structured to provide a prayer a day throughout the festive period, this seasonal
addition to the popular Pocket Prayers is divided into practical themes, such as
'Waiting...the season of Advent' and 'Welcoming...the joy of Christmas day'.
Paperback £5.99
ePub £4.99

ISBN: 9780715141960

Published: 01/08/2009

Love Life Live Advent – Make room for The Manger – children’s
resource
Make room for the manger this December with Love Life Live Advent, an all-age
resource to help children and families celebrate the run-up to Christmas.
Following in the footsteps of the million-copy selling Love Life Live Lent, Love Life Live
Advent provides a simple prayer activity for children and families to do together, every
day of December until Christmas Day.
Brightly illustrated throughout, and written by one of today's most popular writers,
Paula Gooder, with her husband, Peter Babington, a parish priest, it is designed to
heighten children's anticipation of Christmas and to enrich everyone's understanding of
the season of waiting and preparation.
Pamphlet & ePub £1.50

ISBN: 9780715144411 Published: 29/08/2014

Love Life Live Advent
Make room for the manger this December with Love Life Live Advent, a resource to
help you celebrate the run-up to Christmas.
Following the popularity of Love Life Live Advent for Kids, this edition for Adults and
Youth offers a prayer activity for every day of December up to Christmas Day,
designed to enrich your understanding of the season of waiting and preparation.
Each activity is accompanied by a thoughtful and inspiring Bible reflection from Paula
Gooder, one of today's most renowned biblical commentators. Love Live Live Advent
also offers extra material for each of the Sundays of Advent with their distinctive
biblical themes.
The material is undated and may be used in any year.
Pamphlet £2.99

ISBN: 9780715147443

Published: 30/08/2016
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Comfort and Joy is the Church of England's 2020
Christmas campaign.
Taking inspiration from a traditional carol service, it features daily reflections for
the Christmas season from Kate Bottley, Jonathan Bryan, Bob Chilcot, Martha
Collison, Stephen Cottrell, Guli Francis-Dehqani, Chine McDonald, Sally
Phillips and Justin Welby.
Beginning on Christmas Day and ending on 2 January, each day explores a
Bible reading and a familiar carol, encouraging us to look with fresh eyes at
how the timeless truth of Christmas might shape our lives in these extraordinary
times, and inviting us to hear again the message of the angels - good news of
God's unfailing love for a world that is weary and hurting.
Churches all over the country will be marking Advent and Christmas in both
new and familiar ways, both in person and online. Find out more about the
Comfort and Joy campaign, access online services, and download the free app
featuring audio versions of all the featured carols
at: www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy
Pamphlet £0.80 ISBN: 9781781402245

Published: 19/10/2020

Christmas Outreach Material from CPO
Give away Christmas Tracts – Christian Outreach
Material great for giving away at all your events.

https://www.cpo.org.uk/catalogue.aspx?cat=2605

Share the Light campaign 2020
Thousands of Christmas services and celebrations are
moving to digital spaces in 2020. CPO's Share the Light
campaign is the all-in-one solution, with innovative and
customisable print and digital resources to help you make
the most of the opportunity Christmas brings.
Every printed product comes with a free QR code that links to the Share The Light video, you
can upgrade your order and receive a unique QR code that allows you to add your own
Church Name, Logo and Link to your Church Website. For more information click here
https://www.cpo.org.uk/static.aspx?key=product&q=122
Click here to watch the full Share The Light film. https://youtu.be/6fQuRdvVv5w
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