
Hello, welcome to our 

children's and youth 

work newsletter for the 

Synod.   

It has been a busy year 

so far.  I have been 

visiting lots of churches 

and seeing what their 

children and young 

people are up to.  Those 

of you who came to 

Greenbelt will have 

enjoyed the knitted food 

that was contributed by 

lots of churches in our 

Synod.  See the pictures 

later in our newsletter.  

I have been excited at the 

number of churches 

exploring the Child 

Friendly Church Award 

and celebrating with those 

who have gained it 

recently.  If you haven’t 

thought about this please 

do get in touch.  

We have a Facebook 

group that has been set up 

for youth and children’s 

leaders in the Synod.  If 

you would like to join 

please email me.  

Please look at the areas of 

training that we can offer, 

and ask for more 

information.  

And do follow Martin 

Luther’s journey on the 

Synod website. 

Finally, as the URC 

prepares for ’Walking the 

way’ in 2018, do have a 

look at the resources on 

page 6. 

Do get in touch if I can 

help with anything.   

 God Bless 

Jane 

Children’s and Youth Development Officer 
(CYDO) 

Synod Youth Executive 

The Synod Youth Executive 

are a group of people who are 

aged between 11 and 25 

years old, who represent 

young people in the Synod. 

The aim is to make sure the 

voice of young people is heard 

and influence decisions made 

within the Synod. The Synod 

Youth Executive has met twice 

so far this year and 

have lots of ideas for future 

events and they 

also discussed what they 

would like from the Synod. If 

you would like to be a part 

of this group, or know a 

young person 11-25 years 

old who would be interested 

in helping shape the future 

of the East Midlands 

Synod, please get in touch. 

Our Synod Youth 

Representative has been 

busy attending the Synod 

Youth Executive and also 

the URC Youth Executive 

meetings. Discussions held 

at the URC Youth 

Executive include 
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East Midlands Synod  

Children’s and Youth work 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

organising the URC Youth 

Assembly, carrying out the 

work of Assembly including 

plans for Synod Camps and 

much more!  Youth Assembly 

2018 promises to be an 

exciting one - and we would 

love to see you there! 

Find us on Facebook 

 

URCEastmidlandsYouth 

 

Or Twitter 

 

@URC5Youth  
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Greenbelt 2017 —More than welcome  

This year the theme for the URC 

was ‘More than Welcome’ and we 

were exploring what it means to be 

welcome and made to feel ‘more 

than welcome’. 

The URC hosted a series of 

intentional conversations around 

the theme of a banquet – from 

Luke 14: 15-23  and conversations 

were hosted by a variety of people, 

from those who welcome  

strangers, those who forget they 

are welcome to those who are 

disabled or women in leadership.  

We had a panel discussion in one 

of Greenbelt’s venues, which was 

hosted by Elizabeth Grey King and 

Rachel Mann, Minor Cannon of 

Manchester Cathedral, Savi 

Hensman, from Ekklesia, Niall 

Cooper, Director of Church Action 

on Poverty and Jane Henderson 

CYDO. The title was All Welcome 

(Terms and conditions apply!).  

This was very well attended. URC 

Youth held a Cake and Debate 

session for young people. Around 

590 people attended both debates.  

And then there was our tent!  

In our tent we had our knitted food 

treasure hunt, as well as our 

stories of welcome chair, and our 

knitting and pompom making 

activity.  The tent was very 

colourful and welcoming and very 

popular.  We had 2800 items of 

food sent from a variety of 

churches all over the UK, from the 

top of Scotland to the Southwest. 

We were so popular that we were 

running out of wool on Saturday 

night.  So, Toller URC very kindly 

purchased us some more wool and 

others from Desborough and Toller 

donated some wool.  

The knitted food treasure hunt was 

popular on the Monday the food 

that had been collected in was 

blessed at our Banqueting table 

and then given away to festival 

goers. 

The aim of the URC at Greenbelt is 

to get people talking, thinking and 

to inspire them.  Which we did, 

several people over the weekend 

said we had inspired them to go 

home and do something in their 

own churches.  People found our 

panel and conversations inspiring, 

healing and one lady said that the conversation she attended was the 

best thing she had been to. Lots of 

people from the URC called by and 

a lot from our Synod.  It was great 

to be part of this event, and we 

hope that it can continue next year.  
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Martin Luther has been traveling 

around the Synod with Jane, our 

CYDO, throughout the year as 

part of the Feasts and Festivals.  

Here are some pictures of his 

travels since March.  

 

 

Martin’s travels 

On Saturday 20 May  the whole URC was invited to enjoy The Big Day Out, organised by Pilots, at 

Warwick Castle. 

What a day! Despite the rain lots of people came, from all over the UK.  There were Birds of Prey to 

watch, the Castle to explore, activities on the Pageant field and Speakers to listen to.  Worship was 

led by Rev Jenny Mills and Rev Tim Lowe and we all had a picnic together.  

 

 

Big Day Out 
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Bookings are open for Youth 

Assembly 2018.  Funding is 

available from Synod so please 

speak to Jane for more 

information and details how to 

book.  We would love to see you 

there. 

Youth Assembly is a great 

opportunity to meet with other 

Young People from around the 

URC and have fun and fellowship.  

There is a mix of worship, 

workshops, fun activities and 

some business sessions where 

young people can bring 

resolutions to the meeting about 

issues that they feel strongly 

about.  These resolutions, if 

passed, then get worked on by the 

URC Youth Executive.  

Youth Assembly 2018  

Core Skills training 

Core Skills training is for youth 

and children's workers and 

covers a wide range of topics.  

They can be delivered as a 

course or as stand alone 

sessions.  

If your church would like to host 

some training, on specific 

sessions please get in touch 

with Jane 

 

The sessions are: 

• Introductory session 

• Child development 

• Programme planning 

• Children and community 

• Pastoral Awareness 

• The Bible and prayer 

• Transitions 

• Special needs 

• Challenging behaviour 

• The global dimension 

• Children’s advocacy 

• Young leaders 

And Core Skills For Family 

Ministry  

• Biblical, historical and 

contemporary 

understanding of family 

• Family ministry today 

• Seasons of family life 

• Role of family relationships 

• Family well-being and 

wholeness 

• Faith in families 
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JaM (Jesus and Me) 

 

JaM is the Sunday morning 

youth group of Desborough 

URC.  We have regular 

attendees from 5-10 years, and 

we also have occasional 

children aged 1-4 years. 

We are a newly started group, 

and are growing gradually, but 

steadily. 

We base our worship around 

Bible stories or the theme of the 

main worship service.  The 

Jammers then take part in 

worship either using the 

interactive prayer stations 

(colourings, pipe cleaner models 

and plasticine), crafts, music and 

games. 

We make sure that the Jammers 

feel part of the Church family by 

joining the main congregation at 

the end of the service. The 

Jammers then tell the 

congregation what they have 

learnt and show their crafts (and 

sometimes biscuits!).  This also 

helps the congregation feel part 

of our youth group as well. 

 

To help us raise our profile in the 

community, the Jammers will be 

utilising Worldvision's Patch the 

Pumpkin on Hallowe'en night.  

The Jammers have invited local 

children who will be out Trick or 

Treating to come to the Church 

steps to collect a Patch the 

Pumpkin gift bag, do pumpkin 

crafts and help put the 

Christianity back into All Hallows' 

Eve. 

 

It is our hope reach children and 

families in the community who 

would otherwise find traditional 

Church uncomfortable.  We 

hope we provide an open and 

comforting environment to 

explore faith and Christianity. 

JaM 

Synod Youth Weekend 17—19 November 2017.   
 

This is a chance to meet  together,  have fun together.  

If you are between 11 and 17  then we hope you’ll join us.  

This is an inclusive event at which everyone is welcome, Fun, adventure , creativity and 

positive experience are at the heart of this event.  

We are meeting at the Pioneer centre in Kidderminster and will have the opportunity to do 4 

of their activities as well as the ones we have planned.   

For more information please speak to Jane our CYDO 
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Resource Review 

 

Snapshots 365 contains Bible-reading material for 8 to 11s 

for a whole year. Each day children will discover more 

about God through a short Bible reading and a variety of 

other activities such as cracking codes, filling in missing 

letters, drawing pictures, thinking and praying.  

It is aimed at 7-11 yr olds and £8.99 from Scripture Union. 

My God Book is designed to help children aged 5 to 8 to grow in their 

relationship with God through finding new and creative ways to pray. 

It contains  lots of different activities and ideas to help children think 

and pray about themselves, their family and friends; and the world 

around them. 

There’s also plenty of opportunity for children to learn about people in 

the Bible who prayed.  

With activities to do alone, or alongside others, It is £6.99 from Scripture Union 

Engage daily Bible readings encourage young people to 

explore the Bible, discovering more about God and an-

swering questions such as ‘aren’t all religions the same?’ 

and contains articles about subjects relevant to young peo-

ple. 

Costs £3.99 and available from The Good Book Company.  

Discover Bible notes are aimed at 11-

13 year olds. They encourage a    

pattern of daily Bible reading which 

will help them set a pattern for their 

lives.  

Costs £3.99 from The Good Book 

Company 

Beginning with God (£4.99) helps parents with 

preschool children to discover the Bible and get 

to know God.  

There is a Bible story to discover, stickers to 

stick in, questions and activities to do. AS well 

as optional activities to do whilst out and about.  

It goes well with The Beginner’s Bible.  £12.99) 

They are both available from The Good Book 

Company.  

Walking the Way, living the life 

of Jesus today is the URC’s 

focus on lifelong discipleship 

and mission.  Here are some 

resources for children, young 

people and families to develop 

their own discipleship.  

https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/resource/snapshots-365
https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/resource/my-god-book
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ensuring that if any did begin to 

be connected to your church 

life then you would be ‘child 

friendly’. 

 

In the last 6 months the 

following churches have 

renewed their Child Friendly 

Church Award. 

Repton URC 

Wellingborough URC 

 

And the following have received 

the Child Friendly Church 

Award for the first time.  

 

Bulwell URC 

Desborough URC 

Saffron Lane URC 

Whittlesey Methodist URC 

 

 

For more information please 

contact Jane cydo@urc5.org.uk  

This award is a programme of 

the United Reformed Church 

which recognises and 

encourages excellence in 

churches working with children 

and young people.  

 

To gain the Child Friendly 

Church Award a church needs 

to show that they have met 

certain standards.  Filling in a 

self assessment form, the 

church works through it and 

provides evidence. 

 

It is not a ‘tick box’ exercise, but 

a process that the church works 

through with support from the 

CYDO.   

 

You do not have to have 

children and young people in 

your church to work towards a 

child friendly church award, but 

Child Friendly Church Award 

Youth and Children ’ s leaders weekend 

What has become the annual Youth and Children’s leaders weekend was held at 

The Hayes  conference centre in Derbyshire in September. The leaders spent time 

in fellowship and also exploring 7 Sacred Spaces and looking at how they can en-

courage the children and young people they 

work with to deepen their discipleship.  

We were visited by Rev Peter Meek, our Synod 

Moderator and Rev Dr Deborah Baird came and celebrated Communion with 

us. It was a refreshing time for all concerned and plans were made for more 

activities in 2018!.  



Synod office 

1 Edwards Lane 

Sherwood 

Nottingham 

NG5 3AA 

East Midlands Synod 

 

Office phone: 0115  960 9241 

Jane Henderson 07572 291007 

E-mail:   cydo@urc5.org.uk 

www.urc5.org.uk 
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General Assembly 2018 

We need you!.  

General Assembly is next year, 6– 9th July and we have 2 spaces for 

18—25 year olds to attend.  If you are interested please contact Jane 

Henderson, cydo@urc5.org.uk for more information.  

Accommodation will be provided in a hotel in Nottingham close to the 

Albert Hall.  All travel and other expenses will be paid.  The youth rep-

resentatives also attend What do you Think, a gathering for all the 

youth representatives from all the Synods from 4-6th July.  

It is also hoped that our Youth Representatives will attend Youth As-

sembly in January 2018.  (information on page 4) 

 

As General Assembly is in our Synod we need volunteers.  

Are you able to offer a few hours of your time to assist in stewarding 

at General Assembly next year?  We need people to meet representa-

tives at Nottingham railway station and give directions, staff the regis-

tration and information desk, hand out Assembly papers, provide as-

sistance to representatives during Assembly, act as servers at com-

munion, and a host of other tasks. You can volunteer for a day or for 

the whole weekend.  Travel expenses and subsistence will be 

paid.  Training will be provided. 

If you would like to volunteer to be a General Assembly steward, 

please email Chris Willis on admin@urc5.org.uk or phone the Synod 

Office.  Chris will provide further information and an application form. 

mailto:admin@urc5.org.uk

